Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

April 23, 2020

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

None.

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Tim Wall (TW), Paula Gumpman (PG), Chase Jones (CJ), Lisa Dawson (LD), Rebecca Dugger (RD), Chuck Stone (CS).

Commissioners - Absent:

Stephanie Stallings

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Leslie Collins (LC), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB), Jane Jackson (JJ).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:33 a.m. We have some Commissioners with meetings that are concurrent or begin soon so we will move our agenda order to our quorum vote items first. 

A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the March 2020 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: TW

Vote: Approved unanimously.


Distribution committee:

TW – The applicant grid for April 2020 has 10 applications with requests for $85,000 in grants. Staff has done their usual excellent job. Any questions? None.

Rebecca Dugger has left the meeting. A quorum of 11 Commissioners are present. 

	2. Motion: To approve the April 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: RO
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Executive committee updates: 

CJ – Thank you all for joining our meeting today under challenging circumstances.

HB576 was passed by the House and crossed over to the Senate and is now awaiting future action whenever the General Assembly reconvenes. There have been a few dates for reconvening mentioned in the press but will wait to see what is finally decided.

Operational updates:

CY – Application volume is down 57% from the same time period last year, not surprising considering the pandemic shelter-in-place order.

Staff continues to rotate to the office to check mail, faxes, and send out requested paper applications. Otherwise, it is business as usual. Our website has messaging that tells applicants we are accepting grant applications.

Finance report:
LC –The Finance committee met on Wednesday. We discussed our collections and how the pandemic would impact our surcharge collections and future revenue.

The collections report shows that for March we collected $122,205, up from last year. For April we will likely be down…currently at ~$70,000 with a week to go.

Meeting with DPH Budget Director today and have had numerous ad hoc meetings with both Will and Lee who have been very helpful getting our issues  resolved. CJ – that’s good to hear.

Advisory committee/TBI Grant Update

KT – The Advisory committee met on Monday and discussed grant status, activities, carry-over budget for year 2 and year 3. We will be submitting our year 2 performance report in June. 

Our grant workgroups continue to meet…creating product for the Technical Assistance Center. NCAPPS meetings are on hold until June.

ACL is holding bi-weekly calls to keep states informed regarding grant performance in light of the Covid pandemic. ACL has assured grantees that carry-over funding is both anticipated and will be approved with proper documentation. State grantees are facing numerous challenges and it is good to hear what is going on in those states.

JJ – the Brain Injury Association of Georgia has had a couple of calls regarding a full voice mailbox on the Commission’s main phone line. CY – we will get that fixed right away.

New Business
None. CJ – thank you for attending and be safe!

The meeting is adjourned at 11:32 a.m. by motion of PG.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday April 23, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
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