Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

August 27, 2020

Teleconference

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

None.

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Tim Wall (TW), Chase Jones (CJ), Lisa Dawson (LD), Rebecca Dugger (RD), Paula Gumpman (PG), Chuck Stone (CS), Stephanie Stallings (SS), Jane Warnock(JW), Andrew Dennison (AD).

Commissioners - Absent:

Randy Owens 

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB), Leslie Collins (LC), Kenisha Tait (KT).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 12 Commissioners are currently present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. First order of business is to approve the minutes from our July Commission meeting.

A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the July 2020 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: TW

Vote: Approved unanimously.


Executive committee report: 

CJ – Since our last Commission meeting the Governor signed HB576 which moves the Commission from 12th to 4th on the partial payment priority list. This should add to our collections though we won’t be able to tease out dollar amounts that are added to our collections due to funds being co-mingled.

The Finance committee did not meet and so the Commission must approve the draft FY2022 budget which, per OPB instructions, is identical to our FY21 base budget. Any questions? BB - Why is the grant listed separately from the rest of the budget? CY – different budget codes.

CJ – any other questions regarding the draft budget? None.

	2. Motion: to approve the draft FY2022 budget as submitted

Motion by: BB  Second by: TW

Vote: Approved unanimously


CJ - Craig will give the operational updates. CY – staff continues to telecommute and make trips into the office as necessary to conduct Commission business. The revised home modification contract with DCA has been sent and we are awaiting their reply.

Agency proposed legislation is due to OPB by September 1st – we do not currently have any legislative initiatives but can adjust if we need to dependent on future needs or opportunities.

Also updating the current Strategic Plan performance benchmarks to reflect FY20 activity and measurement.

Staff currently has 70 applications on their desks. Central Registry mailing will go out in September.

Distribution committee:

CY – Is there any discussion or questions/concerns regarding the August 2020 Commission Distribution grid? None. 

A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present. 

	3. Motion: To approve the August 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: JW
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Leona Rittenhouse, OPB – the approved F22 budget is off by $1.00 as opposed to the budget approved by the legislature. 

	4. Motion: to revise the previously approved FY2022 budget to $1,431,529.00 reflecting a $1.00 deduction. 

Motion by: CJ  Second by: GM

Vote: Approved unanimously


Marketing reports:

CY – reviews the Marketing and Outreach report and the How Did You Hear? report. FY20 Georgia Public Broadcasting outreach accounted for the majority of our touchpoints. Data is provided by A.C. Nielsen to GPB. 

Collections and Finance report:
LC – The collections report shows that for FY20 we finished with collections of $1,362,757.27. For July we collected $102,324 which is down from July last year $126,362. For August currently at $95,851.  

Any questions? None.

Advisory committee and TBI Grant Update:

KT – the Advisory committee had excellent attendance. The meeting was focused on crafting an annual TBI plan which is part of our ACL grant goals. A workgroup was formed (Bob, Jennifer, Claire and Bill) to create a draft for the committee and will meet in two weeks. Updates from the state Ombudsman’s office, they will begin revisiting nursing homes as appropriate to hear resident’s concerns. Also discussion on TBI and children’s recreational activities.

Grant workgroups continue to meet on a monthly basis for this, our third and final year of this grant cycle. A new FOA for the next TBI grant opportunity should appear in October.

The NASHIA annual meeting will be a virtual meeting this year, scheduled for the last week of September.
GM – can we have a summary report of our grant progress?

KT – We have four of our six-month progress reports (PMR) to ACL available for Commissioner’s review and I can send to you.

New Business:
None. 

CJ – thank you to all for your attendance today.

The meeting is adjourned at 11:12 a.m. by motion - GM.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday September 24, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
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