Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

December 19, 2019

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

Chase Jones (CJ), Rebecca Dugger (RD), Paula Gumpman (PG), Stephanie Stallings (SS), Lisa Dawson (LD).

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Tim Wall (TW), Bob Bauer (BB).

Commissioners - Absent:

Susannah Kidwell

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Leslie Collins (LC), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB).

Guests:

None

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 10 Commissioners are present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. We will take care of our quorum vote items first. 

I would like to introduce our new appointed Commissioners: from the Dept of Education – Paula Gumpman, and from the Department of Public Safety Lt. Stephanie Stallings. We are pleased to welcome you to the Commission.

A quorum of 10 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the November 2019 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: JW

Vote: Approved unanimously.


CJ – we will move to the Distribution committee report next for those that have some time limitations on their attendance today.

Commissioner Lisa Dawson joins the meeting.

Distribution committee:

TW – The staff has done a great job getting the grid together this month. The applicant grid for December 2019 has 12 applications with requests for $70,056 in grants. Any questions? CJ – question regarding Lemo0079, what is the reasoning for accessible stoves? TW – prevents burns if the controls are on the back of the stove. PG – new stoves are available now that have voice-activated controls. TW – any further questions? None

I will take a motion to approve the December grid.

A quorum of 11 Commissioners are present.

	2. Motion: To approve the December 2019 grid as submitted

Motion by: Distribution committee  Second by: RO

Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Executive committee updates: 

CY –

1. We have a draft of an agreement between the Commission and DPH to streamline our contract process. The Executive committee will review prior to signing.

2. The DAR committee met in December and an update is forthcoming from Bob.

3. We have yet to receive a Commission appointment from DHS and Commissioner Raj Gandy is no longer employed by GVRA…I have requested that their Director make a new appointment. 

4. We have sent the 2018 Central Registry TBI in-patient mailing to our vendor and some necessary revisions were made that have delayed the mailing.

Communications committee:
CY – the committee met and the Annual Report theme is “New Opportunities”. 

We have been meeting with Paige to get our reporting responsibilities parceled out and we should be on target for a late January publication and distribution.

DAR committee:
CY – the DAR committee received a statistical analysis from Dr. Bauer regarding our Daily Living Survey. BB – I analyzed from a small sample (n=42)  pre and post Daily Living Surveys (DLS) to determine how closely they show that our grant intervention had an impact on their lives via the post-test. The SCI had a positive impact indicator but the TBI did not. JW – those with TBI have numerous challenges after injury, particularly severe TBI. GM – we try to maintain function status with my daughter and at least not regress but we should have a way of impacting through our grants to positively enhance quality of life. 

AD – It will be difficult to measure outcomes in a comprehensive fashion and the capacity for staff to undertake this may be too much to ask. What Shepherd Center uses to measure outcomes is something called Goal Attainment Scaling. That requires extensive interviewing techniques over 10-20 domains. PG – it seems that we are asking two different questions here regarding an intervention itself and a more global health measure. LD – for goal attainment could we use a demonstration sample size rather than a regular statistical sample of applicants. AD – you could use random sampling. CY – I will contact Andrew to get more info on Shepherd Center’s goal attainment measurement tool. We will try to have this information ready for the January 14th meeting. Keep in mind that 65 percent of our spending is for Transportation and will applicants have measurable goals for travel in grant-funded vehicle?

Finance report:
LC – Collections of $96,044 for November. December collections are currently at  $92,000, we have one more business week until the end of the collection period.

Public Policy:

CY – we have yet to hear back from the Governor’s office regarding HB576 so we will be waiting for their feedback. The Public Policy committee will begin meeting in January. If anyone wishes to join the committee you are welcome to do so, please contact me or Chase.

Advisory Committee - TBI Grant Update

KT – continuing meetings with ACL workgroups and sub-groups. Discussed NASHIA event with the committee. Attended ADRC meetings in Athens and Newnan with Jane Jackson of BIAG and have scheduled a meeting with the Columbus, GA ADRC council for January.

I have submitted an application to ACL for Person Centered Planning and Service provision training. This is an 18-month commitment. Jane and Waring Jackson are joining – need to find two more individuals to be able to take this training.

New Business
None 

The meeting is adjourned at 12:00 p.m. by CJ.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday January 23, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Commission offices at 2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416. 
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