Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

February 27, 2020

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

Chase Jones (CJ), Lisa Dawson (LD), Rebecca Dugger (RD).

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Tim Wall (TW), Paula Gumpman (PG).

Commissioners - Absent:

Chuck Stone, Stephanie Stallings.

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Leslie Collins (LC), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB), Paige Havens (PH).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 10 Commissioners are present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:38 a.m. We have several Commissioners who need to leave by 11:00 a.m. so we will take up the quorum vote items first.

Welcome to guest and friend Paige Havens.

A quorum of 11 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the January 2020 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: RO
Vote: Approved unanimously.


Distribution committee:

TW – The applicant grid for February 2020 has 11 applications with requests for $107,000 in grants. Staff has done their usual excellent job. Any questions? BB – question regarding Mura0736. Why did the applicant only receive a $10,000 grant for a vehicle? DB – he did not need extensive modifications only hand-controls and the request was for a vehicle not a modified van so $10,000 is the appropriate cap. TW – Any other questions? None.

I will take a second to approve the grid.

	2. Motion: To approve the February 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: BB
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


CJ – I will give the floor to Paige Havens who is here to relate her personal experience with concussion.

PH – I have, over the last three years, sustained three concussions. Each differed in intensity, duration and were manifested in different cognitive and functional ways. Each successive concussion had a greater cognitive impact than the preceding injury. The first concussion’s symptoms lasted a few weeks until I was recovered…to the last which lasted 66 days resulting in some memory and cognitive fatigue at the end of the day. I had vestibular symptoms (balance, coordination, vertigo, eye-tracking issues) that required vestibular therapy and four-hour a day therapy at home. Though insurance paid for this treatment the bills have exceeded $7,000.00 That is out of reach for many Georgians who are underinsured or uninsured. This is why the funding that the Commission can provide for grants is so important.

CJ – thank you Paige. We hope your recovery path continues to improve.

Executive committee updates: 

CY – 

1. Currently 70 active applications on desktops.

2. We have yet to receive a Commissioner appointment from DHS.

DAR committee:
CY – the DAR committee met on February 18th. We again had excellent discussion that was wide-ranging over several topics including:

a. Lifting lifetime cap for severely injured/those with a higher priority score.

b. Consider additional grants for injured who receive a vehicle and our capped out from any other grants.

c. cap vehicle or transportation grants to a percentage of the overall distribution budget, for example 60 percent to vehicles and 40 percent to all other categories.

CY - We decided to perform a simulation to our FY19 distribution budget to see what a 60 percent cap on vehicles would look like; we actually only had 59 percent of grid expenditures on vehicles for FY19. Only one applicant changed their vehicle request to another category because they could not find a suitable one for the available grant cap and so the simulation could not provide useful information. Perhaps another year could. We should keep in mind that vehicle grants have been declining since we instituted changes to eligibility for vehicles in terms of certain cognitive and/or functional deficits of applicants.

CJ - Given our revenue, distribution budget and pool of applications we appear to be, for now, pretty on-target with the distribution of resources to our stakeholders.

CY - The committee meets again in March.

Finance report:
LC – Collections of $123,374 for January. Collections increased over last year for the month by $16,000.00. The Finance committee will meet in March.

Public Policy:

CJ – HB576 was considered by the House subcommittee Judicial Non-Civil at two meetings and was passed on to the full committee for consideration. That meeting will likely be tomorrow. The bill was amended and has the BSITF at number four on the partial payment priority list. The retirement funds ahead of the Commission could not be moved due to potential revenue issues that could negatively impact those retirement system algorithms.

Advisory Committee - TBI Grant Update

KT – continuing meetings with ACL workgroups and sub-groups. ACL has approved our Year 1 budget carry-over and we met with the DPH grants office to discuss. LD – I can help you with grant related activities. KT - I have attended AAA and ADRC board meetings in February and just finished a Skype meeting with the Columbus GA ADRC. I am traveling to Washington D.C. on Monday to attend the ACL grantee conference. I will also be traveling with a member of our Advisory committee, Jennifer Broun. We also plan to touch base with our congressional offices regarding Commission resources for their constituents.

We have begun the NCAAPS training for person-centered supports for individuals with TBI. 

New Business
None.

The meeting is adjourned at 11:46 a.m. by motion of LD.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday March 26, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Commission offices at 2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416. 
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