Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

March 26, 2020

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

None.

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Tim Wall (TW), Paula Gumpman (PG), Chase Jones (CJ), Lisa Dawson (LD), Rebecca Dugger (RD), Chuck Stone (CS), Stephanie Stallings (SS).

Commissioners - Absent:

None.

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Leslie Collins (LC), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB), Jane Jackson (JJ).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 13 Commissioners are present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:34 a.m. Thanks to all for taking the time to attend this meeting during this time of concern.

A quorum of 11 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the February 2020 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: TW

Vote: Approved unanimously.


CJ – I want to welcome Chuck Stone to the Commission. Chuck has been appointed to the Commission as the Vocational Rehabilitation representative. CS – I have been with VR for 5+ years and am currently the VR legislative liaison to the General Assembly after serving as the VR manager of consumer relations. 

Executive committee updates: 

CJ – the annual report for 2019 was printed and received but not distributed as the General Assembly session was abruptly suspended. Suggest that staff email the pdf to the legislators’ district offices.

HB576 was passed by the House and crossed over to the Senate and is now awaiting future action whenever the General Assembly reconvenes.

The DAR committee met and decided against any changes to Distribution policy at this time.

The Executive committee has decided to postpone our strategic planning meeting from April to a month to be determined.

Operational updates:

CY – Application volume over the past 30 days is down 37% from the same time period last year, not surprising considering the current pandemic.

Staff is scheduled to rotate in to the office on Tuesdays and Thursdays to check mail, faxes, and send out requested paper applications. Otherwise, it is business as usual.

Staff has contacted our current grantees FY19 to date, to let them know we will work with them if they have difficulty obtaining goods or services due to the Covid emergency.

Distribution committee:

TW – The applicant grid for March 2020 has 7 applications with requests for $87,000 in grants. Staff has done their usual excellent job. Any questions? AD – the request for Lasik surgery is a little unusual but since it is physician recommended it is allowable under policy. TW – Any other questions? PG – why was the vehicle grant for $10,000 rather than $15,000? TW – some applicants only need hand controls which can be inexpensive. CJ - Vehicles are available per policy for $10,000; modified vehicles are $15,000. TW – l will take a second to approve the grid.

	2. Motion: To approve the March 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: GM
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Finance report:
CY – Collections of $109,000 for January. Collections down over last year for the month by $2,000.00. The Finance committee will meet in April. We anticipate collections will be down in the 4th Quarter of FY2020.

TBI Grant Update

KT – I traveled to Washington D.C. to attend the ACL TBI grantee conference with Advisory committee member Jennifer Broun. We met with Rep. Hank Johnson’s staff to discuss the TBI conference and to provide them with Commission resources for their constituents. 

Our grant workgroups continue to meet.

JJ – the Brain Injury Association of Georgia is continuing to field calls for TBI resource referral via the Empowerline and the Aging and Disability Resource Centers.

New Business
None. CJ – thank you for attending and be safe!

The meeting is adjourned at 11:32 a.m. by motion of PG.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday April 23, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
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