Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

January 23, 2020

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

Chase Jones (CJ), Paula Gumpman (PG), Stephanie Stallings (SS), Lisa Dawson (LD).

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Rebecca Dugger (RD).

Commissioners - Absent:

Tim Wall, Chuck Stone.

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Leslie Collins (LC), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB), Cheryl Harris, Jenny Coyne (DHS).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 10 Commissioners are present. 

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:36 a.m. We have a new Commission appointee from the GA Vocational Rehabilitation Agency. Chuck Stone will be joining us at a future time. He is the legislative liaison for GVRA and will be busy at the Capitol in the next few months.

Welcome to former Commissioner Cheryl Harris and guest Jenny Coyne.

A quorum of 10 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the December 2019 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: RO
Vote: Approved unanimously.


Commissioner Gwen McKee joins the meeting.

CJ – the Executive committee has a recommendation to the Commission which requires a quorum vote. The committee’s recommendation is to approve the attached Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with the Department of Public Health. The MOU details responsibilities of both parties in the attached agency relationship as it relates to operations, leased space agreements, etc. 

CY – the MOU is renewable annually.

A quorum of 11 Commissioners are present.

	2. Motion: To approve the Memorandum of Understanding between the Department of Public Health and the BSITFC which expires on 6/30/20.

Motion by: Executive committee   Second by: PG

Vote: Approved unanimously.


Executive committee updates: 

CY – 

1. The MOU between DPH and the BSITFC will be transmitted to Commissioner Toomey asap.

2. We have yet to receive an appointment from DHS but that may be imminent.

3. The DAR committee met in January…I will update later in the meeting.

4. The 2018 Central Registry TBI in-patient mailing has been posted and we are receiving a number of requests for paper applications along with many calls. This mailing went to approximately 6,800 individuals in Georgia. Our next mailing will be in the spring.

Distribution committee:

DB – Tim was unable to join us today. The applicant grid for December 2019 has 7 applications with requests for $70,907 in grants. Any questions? None.

I will take a second to approve the grid.

	3. Motion: To approve the January 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: LD
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Communications committee:
CY – Paige will be interviewing our cover-story applicant very soon and finish the annual report…to be completed in February.

DAR committee:
CY – the DAR committee received additional statistical analysis from Dr. Bauer regarding our Daily Living Survey. Discussions included the Goal Attainment Scale Powerpoint received from Tracy Wallace at Shepherd Center. Elements of the GAS may be applicable to future applicant surveys. Committee meets again on February 18th.

Finance report:
LC – Collections of $128,871 for December. Collections this month appear to be in line with last year’s collections.

Public Policy:

CY – we have yet to meet with the bill sponsor regarding HB576 as budget meetings predominate at the capitol. The Public Policy committee will begin meeting in January. If anyone wishes to join the committee you are welcome to do so, please contact me or Chase.

Advisory Committee - TBI Grant Update

CY – continuing meetings with ACL workgroups and sub-groups. Discussed NASHIA event with the committee. Kenisha attended ADRC meetings in Rome and Macon. 

The submitted an application to ACL for Person Centered Planning and Service provision training was accepted. We have additional slots for members to join our current group. LD – Please sign up Elizabeth Head for this. 

CY – the Quarter 1 & 2 FY2020 Applicant Grid Characteristics report is in your meeting materials. Please review and let me know if you have any questions regarding the report.

New Business
CY - The Commission applauds and thanks Keisha Zachary on the occasion of receiving her ten-years of service award from the state of Georgia.

The Commission applauds and thanks Tyimeka Brown on the occasion of receiving her five-years of service award from the state of Georgia.

CJ – congratulations to both. We present the Commission’s Larry Huggins award for Outstanding Committee member to Cheryl Harris. Many thanks for your service as a Commission officer, committee member and representative of DHS.

CY – A new Commissioner orientation will begin after the meeting adjourns.

The meeting is adjourned at 11:21 a.m. by motion of LD.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday February 27, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the Commission offices at 2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416. 
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