Brain and Spinal Injury Trust Fund Commission

2 Peachtree St NW Suite 26-416 Atlanta, GA

 Commission Meeting

June 25, 2020

Teleconference

  Minutes

Commissioners attending in person:

None.

Commissioners attending via teleconference:

Jane Warnock (JW), Randy Owens (RO), Andrew Dennison (AD), Gwen McKee (GM), Bob Bauer (BB), Susannah Kidwell (SK), Tim Wall (TW), Chase Jones (CJ), Lisa Dawson (LD), Rebecca Dugger (RD), Paula Gumpman (PG), Chuck Stone (CS).

Commissioners - Absent:

Stephanie Stallings.

Staff:

Craig Young (CY), Tyimeka Brown (TB), Diana Ballard (DB), Keisha Zachary (KZ), Dionne Braxton (DB), Leslie Collins (LC), Kenisha Tait (KT).

Guests:

Leona Rittenhouse (OPB), Jane Jackson (JJ).

Chairman’s Report

CY – A quorum of 12 Commissioners are currently present. 

CJ – I want to take a moment to remember our former Commission chairman Rusty Kidd who passed away a few weeks ago. Rusty was a friend to the disability community and an advocate for the Commission on Capitol Hill. We and the state of Georgia will miss his voice.

CJ – I call the meeting to order at 10:32 a.m. First order of business is to approve the minutes from our May Commission meeting.

A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present.

	1. Motion: to approve the May 2020 draft Commission minutes.

Motion by: BB  Second by: TW

Vote: Approved unanimously.


Executive committee report: 

CJ – The Senate approved an amended version of HB576 that would move the Commission to #4 on the priority list. It has gone back to the House for final approval of changes.

Also, some committee discussion regarding declining surcharges…due to fewer drivers on the road, courts out-of-session due to the pandemic and more, could be impacting the Commission for the FY2022 budget. We will be watching collections and the implications for future budgets.

Operational updates:

CY – Central Registry letters were sent earlier this month (14,521). Thanks to staff for their extra effort to respond to the many calls and questions that applicants had. This mailing has generated 199 new web applications for May and 41 so far in June which is close to normal levels. Staff has 90 applications on their desks in various stages of completion. 

An MOU for Home Modifications with the Department of Community Affairs will be executed with the condition that funds will only be transmitted after FY19-20 projects are first completed in FY21. Keisha contacted these applicants who unanimously wished to go forward with the request for home modifications.

Staff continues to go into the office on an as-needed basis to process paper applications and invoices and expect this to continue in the near future.

Distribution committee:

TW – The applicant grid for June 2020 has 6 applications with requests for $62,310 in grants as we finish the budget year. Any questions? None. 

A quorum of 12 Commissioners are present. 

	2. Motion: To approve the June 2020 grid as submitted.

Motion by: Distribution committee   Second by: PG
Vote: Motion is approved unanimously.


Advisory committee update:

KT – the Advisory committee met on Monday this week. There was a quorum and the meeting centered on end of budget year recap and goals for the final year of the grant. Due to the pandemic and late receipt of reporting tools we requested and received approval to submit our Year 2 report in July.

Collections and Finance report:
LC – The collections report shows that for May we collected $98,484 which is down from last year. For June we are currently at ~$86,000 with five business days to go. We expect collections to be down for the fiscal year ending June 30th.

Communications committee update:

CY – Dionne and I attended a training for a new module (Siteimprove) for the website. Kenisha and I also learned of more 508 website and document accessibility requirements from an ACL webinar yesterday. The Siteimprove dashboard reviews and scores our website’s accessibility over several domains and generates an aggregated score that must be at least 80 percent for all state agencies. We will have a number of legacy documents that will need to be reviewed for accessibility and then edited if necessary. There are additional trainings that Dionne and I will sign up for. This will be a long process. PG – I have experience with these procedures and can help if needed.

TBI Grant Update

KT – Craig and I had a call with our TBI grant specialist at ACL who discussed our last grant activity report for Year 2 Quarters 1&2, and asked questions regarding our reported data and activities. Our assigned workgroups remain active and our subgroup on Advisory board orientations with Minnesota have been useful to that workgroup.

JJ –Camp Twin Lakes will be a virtual meeting this year…we continue our dialog to see how this will be organized. 

New Business
None. CJ – thank you to all for your attendance today.

The meeting is adjourned at 11:06 a.m. by CJ.

The next Commission meeting will be on Thursday July 23, 2020 from 10:30 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. 
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